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Interpretation of Statutes 
LL. B (H), 4th Semester, Paper: 4.6H5 
LL. B, 3rd Semester, Paper: 3.4OP3 

 
 
Course Objectives (COB): 

• To provide a comprehensive understanding of the concept, nature, and purpose of 

statutory interpretation. 

• To familiarize students with various aids, presumptions, and principles used in 

interpreting statutes. 

• To develop the ability to apply different rules of statutory interpretation to legal 

problems. 

• To introduce important legal maxims and doctrines relevant to constitutional 

&statutory interpretation. 

• To enhance students' analytical and reasoning skills in interpreting legislative and 

constitutional provisions. 

Course Outcomes (CO): 

Upon successful completion of the course, students will be able to: 

• Explain the meaning, purpose, scope, and classification of statutes and 

distinguish between interpretation and construction. 

• Identify and apply internal and external aids as well as statutory presumptions 

in interpreting legislative provisions. 

• Analyze and employ various rules of statutory interpretation, including the 

Literal Rule, Golden Rule, Mischief Rule, Harmonious Construction, and related 

principles. 

• Interpret and apply important legal maxims and doctrines used in statutory 

construction and judicial decision-making. 

• Evaluate constitutional and statutory provisions using appropriate interpretative 

approaches, including liberal, strict, and beneficial construction, and apply 

constitutional doctrines to legal issues. 
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Full Marks:100 
End Semester: 80 
In Semester: 20 

Each Unit Is allotted 16 Marks 
 

Unit I- Introduction: 

1.1: Meaning, object & purpose of interpretation 

1.2: Difference between interpretation & construction 

1.3: Meaning, scope & classification of statutes 

1.4: Basic sources of interpretation 

1.4.1: The General Clauses Act, 1897: Nature, scope and relevance (with 
special reference to Section 6 to 8 of the Act.) 

1.4.2: Definition clauses in various legislations: Nature and interpretative rule. 

1.5: Mimamsa Principles of Interpretation 

 

Unit II - Aids & presumptions in statutory interpretation 

2.1: Internal Aids: 

Title, Preamble, Heading & Marginal notes, Sections & Sub-sections, Punctuation 
marks, Illustrations, Exceptions, Proviso, Saving clauses, non-obstante clause, 
Schedule 

2.2: External Aids 

 2.2.1: Dictionary & translation 

2.2.2: Constitutional Assembly Debate, Parliamentary Debate, Historical Facts 
& Surrounding circumstances 

2.2.3: Foreign judgments & Law Commission Reports 

2.2.4: Statute in Pari-Materia 

2.3: Presumptionsin statutory interpretation 

2.3.1 Statutes are valid, 

2.3.2 Territorial in operation,  

2.3.3 Presumption as to jurisdiction,  
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2.3.4 Presumption against what is inconvenient or absurd, 

2.3.5 Presumption against intending injustice,  

2.3.6 Presumption against impairing obligations or permitting advantage from 
one’s own wrong 

2.3.7 Presumption on prospective and retrospective operation of statutes. 

Unit III- Rules of Statutory Interpretation 

3.1: Literal Rule 

3.2: Golden Rule 

3.3: Mischief Rule 

3.4: Harmonious Construction 

3.5: Noscitur a sociis 

3.6: Ejusdem generis 

3.7: Reddendo singula singulis 

Unit IV- Maxims 

4.1: Delegatus non potest delegare 

4.2: Expressio unius est exclusio alterius 

4.3: Generalia specialibus non derogant 

4.4: In pari delicto potior est conditio possidentis 

4.5: Ut res magis valeat quam pereat 

4.6: Expressum facit cessare tacitum 

4.7: In bonam partem 

 

Unit V- Interpretation of Constitution of India with reference to the subject 
matter and purpose 

5.1: Interpretation of Constitution of India  

5.1.1: Liberal approach 

5.1.2: Doctrine of Pith & Substance,  

Doctrine of Repugnancy, 
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Doctrine of Incidental and Ancillary Power,  

Doctrine of Territorial Nexus,  

Doctrine of Prospective overruling 

5.2: Strict Construction 

5.2.1: Penal statute 

5.2.2: Taxing statute 

5.3: Beneficial Construction- Welfare statute 

5.4: Interpretation of directory and mandatory provisions. 
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